FEBRUARY 2019

"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?"

Isaiah 43:18-19

The Growing Process
by Peter Kim

As the first month of the year has now come to a close, one thing that
has been on my mind is how some of us may be feeling impatient. Even
though it has only been a month, | personally feel that there is so little
time, and am finding myself rushing through everything. The new year
happens to be the time when everyone is looking for change, and it is, as
mentioned by Pastor Josh through his sermon on Isaiah 43:18-20.

We have to remember that change doesn't happen in a day. The change
that we want to see happen right now might not happen in the next few
months or even within this year. But the truth is that God is always
doing His work in the midst of our lives, whether we can see it or not. It's
important to remind ourselves of the process. So often, we want to skip
the wait and go straight to the results, but that's not the way to grow in
Christ. As it is stated in 1 Peter 4:12-13, we should consider all of our
trials as an opportunity to exercise our faith and grow in Christ.

If you are reading this feeling frustrated or impatient because you
haven't been achieving your expected results, | encourage you to
remember that God is working out His plan in His perfect time. Continue
to pursue Him even if it seems pointless, because we live by faith and
not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). God will not dismiss any of the prayers
you lift up to Him, the kind acts you do in His name, and every moment
you decide to trust in Him over anyone else. Whatever God has planned
for you will come at exactly the right moment.
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1. That God would give our students His strength to fight against
the temptations and distractions that they face in each day.
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2. That our students would grow in a biblical way of thinking, with
godly wisdom and discernment, as they continue to build their
life in Christ this year.
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3. That our students would become more sensitive to the voice of
God this year.
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ALONG WITH OUR GOD

On Friday, January 18th some GEM
Youth discipleship students
prepared and led the Friday Youth
Night with a theme titled, "Along
with Our God". Through a spiritual
activity and a series of 7 games, the
main focus of the night was to
help students realize some of the
things that often distract them
from spending time with God, but
that they are also capable of
overcoming those challenges so
that they can grow in their
relationship with Him.



http://www.gccyouth.weebly.com/blog

VANCOUVER MISSIONS FEST

A handful of GEM Youth students attended the
Youth Rally at the Vancouver Missions Fest on
Saturday, January 19th. It was a good opportunity
to worship with other youths from all over the
Lower Mainland.

Praise & Prayer

e Praise God for the growing and
deepening of relationships that
leaders and students are
experiencing with one another!
Please pray that they will
continue to spur one another on
to live out God's Word as they
spend time learning, praying, and
worshipping together.

e The Grace Youth leaders will be
going on a leaders retreat in the
month of February. Please Pray
that their time at the retreat will
be fruitful as they seek God
together, pray for Grace Youth,
and strengthen their relationship
with one another.

CLAY FRIDAY YOUTH NIGHT
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Fovroed, for

What comes to mind when you think of the word, "family'?

For many of us, the first thing that our mind goes to when we think "family" is
our immediate family members. If we take some time to think further, however,
we see that the meaning of that word reaches a lot further than those whom we
are physically related to. For many of us, "family" includes close friends whom we
feel comfortable sharing anything and everything with. For some others, it
extends to certain groups that we are an active member of, such as a sports
team, community band, social club, or church small group. At the core of it, it is
our sense of belonging to a certain group of people that lead us to define who
our "family" members are.

This innate sense of belonging that we, as human beings, seek shows that we
are made to be in relationship with other people. Having been created in God's
image (Genesis 1:27), we deeply long for genuine, deep-rooted relationships
with whom we can share life (fellowship) with because God Himself is relational.
Not only that, but we also desire relationships that are committed and long-
lasting, because God is eternal. And the relationships that will satisfy these
longings are the people with whom we share the faith in Jesus Christ. The church
- God's family - is the family that will last forever. If this is the case, then is it not
worth investing our time and efforts building meaningful, deep-rooted, long-
lasting relationships with the people that we gather with at our local church?

As much as we realize the brokenness in ourselves and in our relationships with
others, God lavishes His love upon us and invites us to become a part of His
eternal household as His beloved children through Jesus Christ (1 John 3:1,
Ephesians 1:5). In God's family, His own love for us will drive us to genuinely love
each other as brothers and sisters - for eternity.

Based on reflection on chapters 15-21 of Rick Warren's The Purpose Driven Life.

UPCUM I NG Friday, Feb 1st Friday Youth Night
Friday, Feb 8th (CLAY) Movie Night
EVENTS (GEM) Praise & Prayer Night

Friday, Feb 15th (CLAY) Board Game Night
FOR (GEM) Bro & Sis Appreciation Night
There is no Friday Youth Night on Friday, Feb 22nd.

F E B R U A R Y Events are subject to change. Make sure to keep up with our latest updates on our website or

join our Kakaotalk open chatroom.

Website: gccyouth.weebly.com Facebook: GEM Youth | GCC CLAY Instagram: @gccyouth



