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"Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was
led by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil."

Luke 4:1-2

Joy in Community
by Josh Bang

In the last few months, | have been struggling with my faith. For many of
us, it is a struggle and a fight that we endure on a daily basis, For me, that
fight almost ended nearly eight months ago.

After living inside the walls of Grace Community Church for many years,
last year | left GCC to serve at a community church in West Vancouver.
After 4 months of serving in that church, | left the church entirely. | saw
how disconnected the church was and | felt useless. For the next two
months | was completely disconnected from the church. | did not go to
Sunday worship, summer retreat, or any of the other summer events. For
those two months | felt good... until it hit me: | can't keep going on like this.

| also realized this is exactly what | needed to go through; | needed to
know whether or not | can grow spiritually on my own. Through this time, |
learned that we cannot grow spiritually without a community, and that
we need people to grow and keep accountable with.

Today, | hold on to that time and remind myself of the time | was
disconnected from church and independent in my faith. It was a difficult
time, but | am encouraged in what Romans 8:18 says: "The pain that you've
been feeling can't compare to the joy that's coming."
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BREAKTHROUGH: ONE NIGHT RETREAT
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Praise & Prayer

» Praise God for the joint prayer night
that we had with GCC and GracelLife
on February 2nd! It was a special night
where Grace Youth gathered with the
KM and EM adult congregations to
worship together and to pray for one
another and the next generation.

» Praise God for the time GEM and CLAY
leaders spent together at the joint
leaders retreat. Pray that GEM and
CLAY will develop a strong,
interdependent relationship as they
continue to build each other up.

e Pray for the students that will be
attending the Vancouver Youth Kosta
from March 20-22nd. Pray for spiritual
revival and renewal in each of their
hearts, and that they will come to
know of God's amazing grace.

« Continue to pray for wisdom and
strength for all the Education
Department pastors as they continue
to oversee each ministry with the love
of Christ.
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is a youth group where two seemingly different
ministries - CLAY and GEM - depend on one another to grow and mature
spiritually. CLAY youth is characterized predominantly by the Korean culture
and language, as it is mainly composed of youth who are international
students from Korea. Approximately 75 students make up this ministry.
GEM youth, on the other hand, is an English-speaking ministry composed
of up to 190 students that have grown up mostly in the Western culture.

From February 11-12, the CLAY and GEM Youth leaders went on a retreat
together to strengthen and affirm this unique relationship that they have at
Grace Youth. This was the first year that they had a joint retreat, so they
began their time with a couple of games in mixed teams. It was an
interesting dynamic, as games were played in both English and Korean!
The leaders then heard two messages from the guest speaker on the topic
of "interdependency". They also had an opportunity to spend time in their
respective ministries to share anything that has been on their heart
regarding their involvement in the youth group.

Through the short time that the leaders had together, they realized that
CLAY and GEM youth must embrace, support, and depend on one another
in order to grow in Christ. We need to remember that, despite differences,

we are all a part of the large family of believers meant to build each other
up in love and in unity.
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Friday, Mar 16th Friday Youth Night

"Make every effort to
keep the unity of the
Spirit through the

bond of peace.

There is one body and
one Spirit, just as

you were called to

one hope when you
ghaoere called; one Lord,
one faith, one
baptism; one God and
Father of all, who is

over all and through
all and in all.”

Ephesians 4:3-6

Friday, Mar gth Parents Meeting | Friday Youth Night

Tues-Thursday, March 20-22nd Vancouver Youth KOSTA

There is no Friday Youth Night on March 23rd and 30th.

Website: gccyouth.weebly.com Facebook: GEM Youth | GCC CLAY Instagram: @gccyouth



